The Griffon Guide
The North Walsham and
Dilham Canal Trail

This trail explores some of the most accessible and
interesting parts of the North Walsham and Dilham
Canal. The canal was built in 1825 to allow wherries
to transport offal from Wayford up to Antingham
Bone Mills, alongside other cargo such as manure,
grain and coal. It includes six locks to raise the level
by 18 metres over its 13.2 km length.
It was not a financial success and was sold to a trader
with a fleet of wherries in 1886, then resold to G
Cubitt and G Walker in 1921, who formed the North
Walsham Canal Company. Parts of it are being
cleared and restored by the North Walsham and
Dilham Canal Trust.

1. Ebridge Mill
Happisburgh Road, North Walsham
NR28 9NJ
(map ref OS 630329)

The earliest records of a watermill on the site dates
back to 1537, when Everbupe's watermill was let to
William Hogan for £4 13s 4d by the Bishop of
Norwich. The now derelict mill is five storeys high
and was originally built over the River Ant, which
later became the canal. It was used as a flour mill by
Cubbitt and Walker from 1869 -1966, then
converted to a provender mill. The mill was sold to

Duffields and closed down in 1998. For a detailed
history of the mill and a wherryman's family diary,
visit the Norfolk Mills site at
http://www.norfolkmills.co.uk/Watermills/ebridge.ht
ml.
The canal and pond around Ebridge Mill has recently
been restored by the Canal Trust, and now makes a
very attractive picnic spot, with seating and a mown
grass area.
There are excellent views of the disused lock and
mill and a public footbath which leads up to Witton
Heath and Bacton Woods. There is also a mown
walkway along the left hand side of the canal, leading
to further wooden seating. There is parking for a
few vehicles along the side of the road beside the
mill.

2. Briggate
Weavers Way Car Park, Station Road,
Briggate NR28 9RA
(map ref OS 631327)

The village of Briggate is home to the next disused
lock on the canal's route towards Dilham. The lock
and derelict mill are on either side of the bridge
which passes over the canal, in the middle of the
village. The mill once employed twelve people, but
this was gradually reduce to one at the time of its
closure in 1969. The milling activity was then moved
to Ebridge. A detailed history, with many interesting

photographs of the mill and wherries which worked
alongside it can be found at
http://www.norfolkmills.co.uk/Watermills/briggate.ht
ml
From the Weaver's Way car park, there are several
choices for short walks. It is a two minute walk back
into the village along Station Road to look at the
lock and derelict mill.
Alternatively, turn left on the Weavers Way, taking
the bridge across the canal after 100 metres. Follow
the footpath until it reaches Windmill Road. At this
point you might like to take a short detour to the
right to see Meeting House Hill Windmill (200
metres, on the left hand side of the road.)
Double back and walk to the junction with Station
Road. Turn left and explore the village, which has a
fine selection of thatched cottages. You will cross
Briggate Bridge on your way back to the car park on
the left hand side of the road, 100 metres further
along.

3. Canal Walk and Honing Lock
Dilham Rd, Honing NR28 9QT
(map ref OS 632327)

The third short walk choice is to make a right hand
turn on the Weavers Way, which then crosses
Station Road, and leads down to Honing. A ten
minute walk from Briggate takes you to the Canal
Trail. Look out for the interpretation board and
footpath sign on your right, which mark the start of
the trail.
The Canal Trail is a 15 minute circuit through

woodlands along a short section of the canal. You
will be rewarded with a fine view of Honing Bridge
which crosses the canal at this point.
The path then follows a dyke back to the Weavers
Way. From here you can either return to your car
or continue eastwards along the Weavers Way
towards Honing Lock.
To visit Honing Lock, walk under the metal bridge,
and follow the Weavers Way for 10 minutes to
reach a crossroads and gates. Turn right here and
follow a path over a narrow plank bridge to reach
the lock. The lock has been partially restored by
The East Anglian Waterways Association. It marks
the limit of navigation for canoes, which can be
hired from Banks Boats at Wayford Bridge (see
below).
At this point you can either return to your car, or
follow a two hour circular walk along the River Ant,
then back along Weavers Way.
For the two hour walk, cross the bridge over the
lock and turn left to follow the river along its right
hand bank. Continue until you reach a style, which
takes you onto a track. Turn left to cross Tonnage

Bridge, then left again to walk back along the river
for around 300 metres. At this point you will reach
a gate and a way mark leading you along a footpath
across the marshes to your right. When you reach
Weavers Way, turn left, and follow it back to your
chosen car park.
You can park near Honing if you don't wish to walk
from Briggate along the Weavers Way. Park on
Dilham Road on a triangle of grass bounded by
three roads. After following the footpath down to
Weavers Way, turn right to find the start of the
Canal Trail, which will be on the left hand side of
the track.

4. Bank's Day boats
Staithe Cottage, Wayford Bridge NR12
9LN
(map ref OS 634324)

One of the best ways to explore the canal is by
canoe or kayak. These can be hired from Bank's Day
boats, on a side road to the right, just after Fairview
Garage, when driving towards Stalham on the A149.
Park on the side road.
Full details and prices are available from their web
site at http://bankboats.co.uk/index.html. The web

site includes a useful canoe map, showing the main
landmarks and paddling times. Allow three hours
return to Honing Bridge.

5. Museum of the Broads
The Staithe, Stalham NR12 9DA
(map ref OS 637324)

An alternative, less strenuous way to finish off the
trail is to visit the Museum of the Broads. Here you
will learn about the history of wherry transport on
the Broads and can explore the inside of a wherry
cabin. For further details and opening times, visit

their web site at
http://www.museumofthebroads.org.uk/index.html.
The museum also has a range of activities and
teaching resources for children, which are detailed
at http://www.museumofthebroads.org.uk/teachingresources.html.
There is disabled car parking immediately outside
the museum and limited parking along the road.
Alternatively, park in the car park at the northern
end of Stalham High Street, and follow the signs to
the museum.

